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Meeting of Irongray Community Council – 26th November 2025 at 7.00 pm in the Village Hall, Shawhead, Dumfries, DG2 9SL
In attendance: Elected members: Roy Hiddleston (Chair), Derek Wallace (Vice Chair), Andrew Middleton (Treasurer), Ken McBride, Annabel McBride (Joint Secretaries), Jan Hogarth, Alan Robinson, Gary Peacock and Gordon Tennant
Apologies:
1. Minutes of previous meeting
· Approved
2. Police matters
A monthly Ward meeting on Microsoft Teams takes place on the first Monday of the month. A general reminder to keep doors, outhouses, vehicles secured.
3. School report – Head Teacher provided a report, main points as follows: currently 23 pupils on the role with 2 teachers and a new P1 open event planned 5th Dec; three other planned xmas celebrations include a family and community event and fundraiser (hamper donations welcomed). 
4. P6/7s can look forward to a residential Lockerbie Manor trip in March. Thanks go to Jo Shennan and the combined efforts of D&G College and our own students for the vibrant artwork and paint job on our School shed.
5. Church report – Carol singing will take place on the 21st December at 6.00. Arrangements are now in place for regular grass cuttings at the church car park.
         
6. Treasurer's report
a. Current balance £9714.91 – this includes £4500 from Foundation Scotland (windfarm payment)

7. Grants and Funding

i. School Shed painting – this project has now been completed under Jo Shennan’s supervision. The shed is now an attractive focal  point on entering Shawhead.
ii. Storyboards at various locations documenting the area. Jan and Alan are progressing. Alan gave a presentation of the design/ layout and progress. Additional funding streams are being investigated for this project.
iii. A grant of £300 was approved for the Shawhead Rural.
iv. The Rural have requested an induction loop system for the hall to assist the hard of hearing. This is being investigated.


8. Planning and road matters
a. Roads- drainage issues upstream of Barnsoul access to be investigated. Roy has approached the landowner, Jim Finlayson and has his permission for remedial work. Roy to action.
b. Damaged bollard on junction with A75 reported as damaged and a safety issue. Derek is going to make a further complaint.

9. Village Hall
· Generator for hall will require upgrade to the electrical system for Community resilience purpose.
· Lighting for hall. Jan has identified suitable free standing units for purchase.
· Damage to external render: Roy following up.
· A keysafe is to be installed outside of the hall.

10. Defibrillator 
11. Social events
a. Harvest Hoolie took place on Saturday 4th October.
b. Proposed event at the Covenanters Monument on Skeoch Hill is proposed for Sunday 31st May 2026.
c. Wreath making event will take place on the 6th December in the village hall.
               
12. Irongray Newsletter will go out late November.
13. Correspondence
· Enquiry cleaning war memorial in Irongray churchyard. Further investigation regarding responsibility for maintenence to be investigated. Initial suggestion of using soap and water.

14. AOCB
 
15. Time and date of next meeting
· 21st January 2026
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