IRONGRAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minutes: Wednesday 19th January 2022, 7.00pm. Meeting held on Zoom

Present:
· Iain Mitchell
· Susan White
· Roy Hiddleston
· David Ball
· Annabel McBride
· Ken McBride 
· Karen Little


Apologies
· Gary Peacock
· Ruth Phoenix


1. Minutes of previous meeting - Approved 

2. Police matters – An email report received from the Police indicated no pressing local matters. The disruption of traffic through Shawhead by abnormal loads has been noted. This is due to the transportation of new lodges (accompanied by police escorts) for the Barnsoul development. As it involves a very tight right hand turn at the T junction in the middle of the village, it impacts traffic from all directions until cleared. As Police escorts are involved and obviously arranged in advance, it was suggested we request notification from the police so we can try and alert regular road users here. Due to these loads, the T junction Give Way road sign is now missing.  Annabel and Ken to action request to the Police.
      
3. Matters arising – None

4. Planning matters
 
Secretaries submitted a CCES enquiry regarding the scale of redevelopment of Barnsoul Campsite, having seen no planning application. The response from D&G was as noted in the last minutes.
However, a discussion ensued regarding the scale of work being undertaken at the site. Iain undertook to write to the developer’s head office regarding their intentions.





5. Treasurer’s report

Both accounts are healthily in the black. 
Parish Hall Account. Balance 2839.67
The Hall account is lower than it has been historically, because of lack of use during the Covid pandemic. Hopefully now things are getting back to what resembles “normality” the use of the hall will increase. 
The current monthly electricity charge is still £40 but I recently sent accurate meter readings to Scottish Power so this may change.
The annual fire equipment inspection, costing £121.20 comes out at this time of year too. Rent for the toddlers group is still to go in from the Community Council Account. The treasurer will find out what this  is and will progress the transaction. 
 The De-fib machine is ok. Battery is checked roughly every week. Child pads still on order.
Community Council Account. Balance 7426.63
The Council account is healthy. This total is after the latest wind farm grant has been paid to the Community Trust account. The account has remained pretty static, mainly as there haven't been the usual community events during the pandemic.
 
6. Grants and funding

Harestanes grant:  

£500 has been agreed to help set up the proposed Mother and Toddler group to assist with initial set-up and Hall fees. This has been paid from the Irongray Community Trust.

Proposal for Platinum Jubilee tree planting was agreed, to be situated on the edge of the playing field at Rosebank. Three Rowans and metal guards to be purchased, for a total cost of £372. Iain to action via the Irongray Community Trust.

Discretionary Grant:  Iain confirmed application is up to date.

The updating of the Irongray website is close to completion. To be funded from the Resilience Grant. We’d very much welcome any good photographs of the Irongray area for the website; if anyone can help, please contact us at irongraycc@gmail.com

7. Defibrillator 

Thanks to David Ball who circulated an email link to an instructional video.

8. School report

Karen reported all was going well at the school despite virus concerns – safety mitigations all in place but manageable. A residential trip is planned for near future.

Karen indicated her willingness to have the school (or a few representatives) involved in the Jubilee tree planting for a photo opportunity.

9. Village hall

Iain reported he’d successfully arranged an exemption of water charges for the Hall.

The revarnishing of the floor by Solway will take place in July. 

The Mother and Toddlers group has started in the Hall. Additional future funding may be requested.

Insurance cover for liability for activities/volunteers. Iain will speak with Ruth about this. 

Air Source Heat Pump suggestion – Iain reported he’d approached two different businesses regarding this, but neither had responded.

The possibility of employing a cleaner for the Hall to be investigated again.

10. Events 

Shawhead Show – agreed in principle we should work towards it going ahead. Susan said she’d arrange a February meeting to determine the schedule. Roy indicted he’d be happy to arrange the print again. Timing to coincide with a springtime Newsletter for distribution.

Springtime Litter Pick – again agreed in principle, date to be discussed at the next meeting.

11. Irongray newsletter  - 

A Springtime issue was proposed for distribution/online publication late March. Annabel and Ken to devise. Again, Roy indicated Solway Recycling would assist with the print.
Annabel to email an early reminder to the Committee for their input.

12. Correspondence 

The concerns regarding the forthcoming extraction of timber from the Deil’s Wood, Rosebank, and weight limits generally on our roads was discussed, with differing viewpoints. Given our area is largely agricultural and with commercial forests, heavy traffic is inevitable. Regarding weight limits on roads, Iain undertook to further investigate what that would mean.

Comments/complaints have been made regarding the damage done by parking of a commercial trailer to the laybys on the road between Shawhead and the A75. Iain again wrote to the person concerned on 11th Nov but again has had no response. A CCES enquiry to be raised.

Census 2022: a request has been received from National Records of Scotland who deliver the census. They ask for us to assist using whatever communication channels we have to deliver messages about the Census to our residents. If timing was possible we’d include their info in our newsletter. Iain has asked for further clarification. 

13. AOCB

Following concerns raised, Secretaries raised a CCES enquiry regarding the very large pothole between Rosebank and Barnsoul Cottages. The pothole was repaired during December.


14. Date and time of next meeting : Wednesday 9th  March at 7pm, hopefully at Shawhead Village Hall.


