Irongray Community Newsletter - Spring 2020
For both new and established residents, we hope the following information is of use!
Our website is www.community-council.org.uk/irongray  
Facebook users can find the Irongray Parish page there. 
[bookmark: _Hlk536798302]Your Community Council – who are we? Iain Mitchell (chair), Susan White (vice chair), Gary Peacock, Roy Hiddleston, Ruth Phoenix, Karen Little, David Ball, Ken and Annabel McBride (joint secretaries: 01387 730318). Email contact is: irongraycc@gmail.com
Would you like to get involved? The Community Council remains unchanged from the October elections, but we’d very much welcome new members. If interested, please speak to a member, email: irongraycc@gmail.com  or come along to a council meeting.

Your local Dumfries & Galloway Councillor email contacts are:
iain.howie@dumgal.gov.uk  david.james@dumgal.gov.uk   john.young@dumgal.gov.uk

Irongray Community Council Chairman’s report:
Community Council meetings generally are held on the first Wednesday in January, March, May, July, September and November – held 7pm in the Hall. Meetings planned for the near future may, however, be affected by Corona Virus restrictions. 
All members of the community are welcome to attend. The Agenda is posted on the noticeboards in advance of each meeting, as are the minutes (subsequently). 

Corona Virus alert.  While the pandemic rages worldwide and all our lives are affected if you, or anyone in the community that you know, being elderly or vulnerable, has particular problems, please contact our email address and we will try to arrange help - there will be a limited amount that we can do if we are all ourselves isolating, but we can try!
Renovation work at the Parish Hall has been continuing; the electrical work and interior decoration now are largely complete; feedback on the colours chosen has been largely favourable and the old curtains replaced with roller blinds. New lights have been installed and the switch for the heating in the main hall now has a 2-hour timer built in, thus reducing the risk of being left on inadvertently. The committee room has a new heater and vinyl flooring. It remains to be decided what work is needed for the main hall floor. 
Exterior decoration will be carried out once the weather improves.
Once again, the Hall was let out as a polling station for the past general election on 12 December.

[bookmark: _Hlk34064579]Remember – funding can be made available for beneficial community projects through our annual grant from ANCBC (Annandale & Nithsdale Community Benefit Company). Applications for this funding are invited for consideration – forms are available from the website or contact us on irongraycc@gmail.com

Shawhead Village Hall 
The normal programme of activities listed here has been suspended until further notice, due to Coronavirus restrictions: Scottish Country Dancing, Badminton, Women’s Rural Institute, Irongray Senior Citizen’s Club.
We look forward to welcoming them all back to the Hall in healthier times!


Defibrillator: Just a reminder - this lifesaving device automatically guides a user through the process and therefore very simple to operate. The AED cabinet is mounted in a prominent position on the external wall at the Hall door; the case is unlocked and immediately accessible if needed. Unsure how it works? Scroll down our Facebook page for a quick but instructive memory refresh. 

Irongray Litter Pick  
The community pick was intended for late April but in view of this year’s Coronavirus situation, it has been cancelled.   We look forward to reinstating this previously sociable community event in future. Meantime we would urge everyone to keep our roadsides tidy and clean by the correct disposal of litter - please! 

Irongray Craft and Produce Show, Saturday 29th August 2020  
We look forward to this year’s event showcasing the many skills of our residents of all ages! Although, again due to Coronavirus, there is some uncertainty over the Show going ahead - however a decision will be made closer to the time. But we’ll proceed on the assumption you will all be busy as ever in your kitchens, gardens, handiwork and craft tables so it’s never too early to get planning your entries! The Show schedule will be the same as last year. Copies will be on our noticeboards, Facebook and website soon.


Shawhead Primary School:

It was a very busy time leading up to Christmas with outings to the Cample Line, Drumlanrig and Portrack Gardens.  We attended Aladdin, the local pantomime at DG1, and produced our own show “Aladdin in Trouble”!  Families also came along to our Christmas buffet and the children enjoyed a Christmas party.

This term the school will be involved in lots of activities including Country Dancing (plus attending the local Day of Dance), Gymnastics, Badminton, Curling, Skating, Rugby, Cross Country Running and Swimming!  Additionally, the children will take part in Scottish Opera Workshops and receive weekly lessons from Feis Rois, this time using tin whistles.

Our annual outdoor residential visit took place early in February for our P5-7 children. Staying at the Abernethy Trust at Barcaple in Ringford, the two days involved the children taking part in various challenges including Archery, Zip Wire, Crate Building, Challenge Course and a Blind Trail.  For some, it was their first overnight stay away from family and friends – both exciting and successful! 

Coronavirus gets another mention here too and, unfortunately, it is to remind you that Shawhead Primary School is closed until further notice. However if you need to contact the school for any reason (… perhaps you have a child to enrol?) please email us as follows: gw08officeshawhead@ea.dumgal.sch.uk

Church News and Social Events: 

In common with other Church of Scotland parishes, all services, meetings and events have been cancelled for the foreseeable future due to the Coronavirus (Covid 19) pandemic.  
During this time, we hope to provide reflections and prayers for parishioners to use at home.  If you would like to receive these by e-mail or other means, please contact me at the Manse on 730759 or by e-mail on GPeacock@churchofscotland.org.uk 
The Church’s Charity Shop planned for March in Dumfries could not take place but hopefully will, at a later date. As one of our main fundraising events, we’d be very grateful if you could keep aside any donations of bric-a-brac, toys, clothes, records, jewellery, tombola items etc until we can rearrange.
Other events (Sponsored Walk, Evening Meal, Big Breakfast), similarly we hope to rearrange 
At this difficult time, we need to support one another and be there at the end of the telephone or on-line.  We rejoice that this happens naturally in Irongray, but if anyone needs practical or spiritual support please do not hesitate to be in touch.
Our parish minister, Gary Peacock, would like to thank all those who have supported the Church and attended services and events in the past year. Gary is here to serve everyone in our community, and if he can be of any help or assistance, please feel free to contact him at The Manse on 730759. 


Winter Warmth for Older People Project: FREE logs and kindling may be made available to the 60+’s (not employed, on benefits or with a health condition) who rely on an open fire to heat their home. For more information or to register, please contact:
The Hub Community Action Centre, 24-26 Friars Vennel, Dumfries DG1 2RL. Tel: 01387 269161 or email info@thehubdg.org.uk
They’d also love to hear from any landowner with any felled wood to donate!

Cairn Transport Community Transport – another Coronavirus cancellation!
Normally running every second Thursday through Shawhead, this bus service between Moniaive and Castle Douglas has been suspended until further notice.  

Irongray Book Club: Normally meets the second Monday each month at 7pm, is also suspended till further notice. 

Security: Your council meetings are regularly attended by a Police Scotland community officer who reports on local issues. Normally, the officer is available to meet with any community group, by arrangement, to advise on sensible steps to help safeguard person or property. A committee member can provide contact details.

Speed Limit reminder: Can we remind residents and their visitors of the mandatory speed limits in place, particularly in the village. Young children live here and although most drivers are responsible, a few are not. For genuine concerns regarding speeding vehicles, please contact the police on 101 with registration number details.

We are fond of our Red Squirrels…
So when Chair of the LOWER NITHSDALE RED SQUIRREL GROUP Andrew Middleton recently moved to Shawhead, we asked him for a brief description of the group and it’s work:  
[bookmark: _GoBack]“We are all volunteers and have been going for about 18 months. We work alongside Saving Scotland’s Red Squirrel (SSRS) and hold meetings in Dumfries every 2 months. We are active in both the control of grey squirrels and the promotion of red squirrel conservation. If you are interested in getting involved in any aspect of our work or just wish to have a chat about squirrels, please contact me via the irongray e-address: irongraycc@gmail.com

Attention dog owners! 
Surrounded by farmland and animals, please do keep your dog under control and know where it is at all times. If you see anything of concern, please report it by calling 101. Also, we take the opportunity to remind owners that not picking up after their pets is not only antisocial, but illegal too! 
Please be a responsible owner, keep our environment clean and safe. 


And finally… We hope this newsletter is of interest and would welcome feedback and constructive criticism. Please do get in touch with any suggestions for inclusions or improvement! Email us at: irongraycc@gmail.com
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